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If  not  controlled,  water  pressure  in  some  groundwater  sources  can  cause  the  water  in  a 
well  to  overflow.  Ontario's  Wells  regulation  (O.  Reg.  903)  has  requirements  in  place  for 
flowing  wells  in  order  to: 

•  conserve  groundwater  resources 

•  prevent  flooding,  erosion  and  surface  water  impacts 

•  preserve  the  pressure  within  the  aquifer 

•  prevent  the  creation  of  a  direct  pathway  for  contaminants. 

If  a  well  overflows  while  under  construction,  the  person  doing  the  construction  must 
ensure  that  the  flowing  well  is  built  in  such  a  way  that  a  device  can  be  installed  in  or  on 
the  well  that  is  capable  of: 

•  controlling  the  discharge  of  water 

•  stopping  the  discharge  of  water 

•  withstanding  the  freezing  of  water. 

If  a  flowing  well  cannot  be  controlled  as  required  by  the  Wells  regulation,  the  only  option 
is  to  properly  abandon  (plug  and  seal)  the  well. 

Contracts  between  well  purchasers  and  well  contractors  are  deemed  to  make  the 
contractor  responsible  for  the  additional  costs  of  complying  with  the  requirements  for 
controlling  or  abandoning  a  flowing  well  unless  a  written  contract  specifically  releases 
the  contractor  from  these  costs. 

Learn  more 

•  Technical  Bulletin:  Wells  Regulation  -  Flowing  Wells 

•  Water  Supply  Wells  -  Reguirements  and  Best  Management  Practices 

•  Wells  regulation 

•  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act 

Contact  us 

Public  Information  Centre  (PIC) 
Ministry  of  the  Environment 
Tel:  1-800-565-4923  or  416-325-4000 
E-mail:  picemail.moe(a)ontario.ca 
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Notice:  This  fact  sheet  is  being  provided  for  information  purposes  only  and  is  not  intended,  nor 
should  it  be  construed  as  providing  legal  advice  in  any  circumstances.  The  applicable  legislation 
including  the  Ontario  Water  Resources  Act  and  Regulation  903,  as  amended  and  made  under 
that  Act,  should  be  consulted.  Legislation  and  regulations  change  from  time  to  time  so  it  is 
essential  that  the  most  current  versions  be  used. 
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